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2006  Best's Great Western Thomson Family Shiraz – Rating 96 

 

With a very deep purple-black color, the 2006 Great Western Thomson Family Shiraz 

gives a whole array of complex aromas: warm plum, kirsch, blackberry conserve, dried 

rose petals, black pepper, loam, underbrush, tobacco, smoky bacon, mocha and 

girolles. With so much happening on the nose, the palate is surprisingly elegant with 

medium to full body, medium-high acid and a medium to high level of finely grained 

tannins. Exquisitely balanced, this wine has a very long finish. Beginning to drink well 

now, it should cellar until 2025+. 

2006  Best's Great Western Shiraz Bin No 0 – Rating 93 

 

 

Revealing a very deep garnet-black color, the 2006 Great Western Bin 0 

Shiraz gives pronounced earth and spice notes of loam, tar, underbrush, 

anise, cinnamon stick and nutmeg over concentrated blackberry essence 

and espresso. The medium to full bodied palate gives a nice backbone of 

crisp acid and medium-firm, fine tannins with a good amount of earthy / 

spicy fruit to provide ample padding. The finish is long with lingering 

anise and espresso notes. This wine is beginning to drink well now, yet 

has the capacity to develop until 2018+. 

 

2008  Best's Great Western Shiraz Bin No 1 – Rating 92 

The 2008 Great Western Bin 1 Shiraz has a great intensity of primary 

aromas giving notes of macerated blackberries and cherries, cinnamon, 

anise, nutmeg and Szechuan pepper plus a hint of melted chocolate. The 

full bodied palate is seriously spicy with crisp acidity and a medium to 

firm level of finely grained tannins. The finish is long. Approachable now, 

this wine would benefit from at least a year in bottle and should drink for 

another ten. 

 

Wine Advocate Rating System 
 
96-100: An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character displaying all 

the attributes expected of a classic wine of its variety. Wines of this caliber are worth 
a special effort to find, purchase, and consume. 

90-95: An outstanding wine of exceptional complexity and character. In short, 

these are terrific wines. 
80-89: A barely above average to very good wine displaying various degrees of 

finesse and flavour as well as character with no noticeable flaws. 

70-79: An average wine with little distinction except that it is a soundly made. In 

essence, a straightforward, innocuous wine. 

60-69: A below average wine containing noticeable deficiencies, such as excessive 

acidity and/or tannin, an absence of flavor, or possibly dirty aromas or flavours. 

50-59: A wine deemed to be unacceptable. 

 

2008  Best's Great Western Cabernet Sauvignon – Rating 91 

Displaying a very deep garnet-purple color, the 2008 Great Western Cabernet 

Sauvignon has more intense, vibrant and complex aromas of freshly crushed 

blackberry and black currant plus eucalyptus, graphite, game, black truffle and mocha. 

The full bodied palate possesses a good balance of concentrated berry and earth 

flavors, medium to high acid and a medium to firm level of fine tannins, giving a long 

pleasant finish. This wine is best consumed from 2011 to 2017. 



 

 

2006  Best's Shiraz – Rating 87 

The 2006 Shiraz has a deep garnet color and gives subtle, dried cherry and mulberry 

notes with a touch of leather. The palate has very crisp, slightly disjointed acid and a 

medium level of rounded tannins. A bit of spiciness comes through in the long finish. 

Drink this one now. 

2006  Best's Great Western Pinot Noir – Rating 86 

Medium ruby-garnet colored, the 2006 Great Western Pinot Noir has 

moderately intense warm cherry and menthol aromas with nuances of 

fennel seed, tree bark and lavender. The medium bodied palate has a 

chocolate minted cherry character with crisp acid and a medium level 

of slightly astringent tannins. The finish is long and slightly bitter. 

Drink this now to 2014. 

2009  Best's Vic Pink Moscato – Rating 86 

The 2008 Great Western Bin 1 Shiraz has a great intensity of primary 

aromas giving notes of macerated blackberries and cherries, 

cinnamon, anise, nutmeg and Szechuan pepper plus a hint of melted 

chocolate. The full bodied palate is seriously spicy with crisp acidity 

and a medium to firm level of finely grained tannins. The finish is 

long. Approachable now, this wine would benefit from at least a year 

in bottle and should drink for another ten. 

 

 

 

 

2006  Best's Cabernet Merlot – Rating 85 

The 2006 Cabernet Merlot has a deep garnet color going a little brick in the rim and 

aromas of warm blackberry and cassis plus a whiff of capsicum. The medium bodied 

palate has very crisp, slightly disjointed acid cutting through the concentrated 

warmed fruit flavors with soft to medium tannins. Finishing long, this wine is drinking 

now and should be consumed within the next year or two. 
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80-89: A barely above average to very good wine displaying various degrees of 

finesse and flavour as well as character with no noticeable flaws. 

70-79: An average wine with little distinction except that it is a soundly made. In 

essence, a straightforward, innocuous wine. 

60-69: A below average wine containing noticeable deficiencies, such as excessive 
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50-59: A wine deemed to be unacceptable. 

 

 


